
President’s Message
Happy New Years to everyone and 
here is to a great year in bonsai 
and learning more about this 
special hobby.

I have a very special 
announcement, Finnegan Vess 
was given the Plant a Seed award 
by the GSBF, $100.00 toward any 
bonsai related items. Way to go 
Finn, very proud of him and all 

the hard work and interest in bonsai he has shown us over the 
last year. He has a great time with Teacher John Voss at our 
show.

John Voss was given a certificate award as one of GSBF 
teachers. Way to go John. He has been teaching for many years, 
it’s time he got the certificate.

Thank you Sandra Knowles for the very special treats, they 
were so wonderful.

2017 Membership due to Chelle Vess 
Family: $25.00 
Single: $20.00 
If you have joined in the last several months you are good for 
the 2017 year.

January Dinner meeting, will be meeting at 6:30pm: 
Pan Asia Buffet 
707 Center Drive, San Marcos 
760.796.7708 
In the Walmart shopping center, on the left hand side, you can 
see it from the 78. The same place as last year. 
$20.00 per person to Chelle 
If you would like to participate in our bonsai related gift 
exchange, it is a lot of fun and you never know what you might 
get. Please call Cary or Steve to RSVP if you have not already 
done so, if you have not paid at last meeting you can pay at the 
dinner.

Ken Bross will be doing a really interesting demo at the 
February meeting, you will not want to miss this, Ken does a 
really great job.

Here is looking to a great 2017 for everyone and our club.

Cary Sullivan-Valentine 
President 

caryme2@yahoo.com

Please mark your calendar for these other 
important bonsai events.

53rd Annual Winter  Silhouettes 
January 14th & 15th 2017, 10am – 4:30pm 
LA Arboretum 
301 Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, CA

Bonsai exhibit,Demos, great raffle and auction, also have a few 
vendors,free dinner, guest please bring a dessert to share and 
something for their raffle

Bonsai-A-Thon XXI 
February 25th & 26th 2017, 10:30am – 4:30pm 
GSBF Collection at the Huntington 
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA

This is like a free mini bonsai seminar, lots of vendors, demos, 
bonsai exhibit, tour of the bonsai garden, raffle and auction. 
Lunch can be bought at the bonsai a thon or at the Huntington. 
Please bring an item for their raffle.

It would be really great to see all members go to these, I think 
you will find you will learn a lot and see some great trees.
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SEASONAL SUGGESTIONS
January’s weather is relatively cool. Many parts of 
the yard may now be in shade for much of the day. 
Deciduous trees are showing their best silhouettes. The 
leaves of summer are gone but dormancy is misleading.

Tree surfaces are evaporating moisture through the 
bark and twigs--just as they do on a summer day. The 
winter sky provides a low angle sun that is not hot 
and drying however routine bonsai watering habits 
cause over-watering of the trees -- cut back. Avoid 
winter root rot conditions. Maintain even moisture 
content in all bonsai material. Move deciduous trees 
out into brighter bench areas. Evergreens and conifers 
will also do better with full sun to encourage new bud 
development. Face the weaker sides of each tree to the 
best light exposure.

The soil in potted trees has been inactive due to the 
cool weather of the past few months. Soil bacterium, in 
its dormant state, has not been providing any nitrogen 
to growing plants while they rested. Now is the time 
to plan ahead for your supplies of fertilizers and other 
supplies. You will be resuming your feeding schedules 
in late February. January is a good time to do clean up 
chores. Remove winter trash around the work area, the 
potted trees and growing stock cans. It’s the best way 
to prevent infestation of insects and fungus decease. 
Don’t throw any of this late winter trash into your 
compost heap since it may be infectious. It’s safer to 
throw it away.

It’s the best time to study plant designs. Spend some 
serious time with each tree by carefully reviewing the 
branch structures, the trunk lines, their placement 
and relationships. In the case of deciduous trees, you 
can see them clearly, in a winter silhouette, without 
the disguise of a blanket of leaves that hide their faults 
and problem areas. Remember the basic bonsai design 
principals of crossing branches, bars,

angles, elevations, and relationships to the trunk 
movement. These important design points distinguish 
your tree’s quality from just any other bonsai.

Your study may disclose the need to re-wire and 
reposition various branches. Do so with great care 
since the dormant season is a time of brittle branches 
on most varieties of trees. Look for signs of wire 

damage. Scars look unnatural and are difficult to 
hide. Consider doing some heavy pruning later this 
month or in February before any signs of new growth 
appear. This activity gives the tree a head start prior to 
repotting-- when the roots are drastically disturbed. 
Plan your repotting schedule in advance.

We have had our share of windy, drying low humidity 
days lately. Be sure you do not overlook the plants 
need for water-- and a daily misting of the drying trees 
will keep them happy.

It is still too early to concern yourself about the feeding 
program each tree will soon require however now 
is the best time to improve the soil condition. The 
addition of lime can normalize the acidity of the soil. 
The additions of gypsum will loosen hard clay soil 
and improve acidity. Decomposed granite or coarse 
sand adds to the porosity and improves the potassium 
qualities in poor soil. Adding organic matter to a 
potting mix stimulates the soil microorganisms. 
Putting trace elements and minerals into the soil, 
along with major nutrients such as cottonseed meal or 
bone meal, provide a proper base of a food source for 
continued plant health. Build repotting soil mixtures 
based upon the type of plant material you work with 
and the type of trees you will be repotting. Plan ahead.

If deciduous trees start to sprout, bring them gradually 
into sunlight. If they are kept in a shaded area, new 
growth tends to be long, leggy and weak. Be careful to 
protect this new growth from any surprise cold or frost 
that causes dieback. When warm weather comes, so 
does the ever-present insect population. Be prepared 
to spray early with a good commercial insecticide or 
miticide. Follow manufacturer’s directions.

By Marty Mann
This article has been extracted from 
a recently published book called 

‘Bonsai Ideas’© By Marty Mann. 
Material is not to be copied without 
publisher or author’s permission.



Bonsai Pavilion at the Safari Park
December weather at the Bonsai Pavilion was quite 
mild this year with welcome but mostly light rains. . .our 
automatic “drippers” run daily and the bonsai and garden 
plants are looking fresh and healthy. . .deciduous trees 
have lost their leaves and show their interesting winter 
silhouettes which also make it easier to study the trees for 
possible restyling and pruning.  We are in the process of 
thinning out some of the in-ground garden plants and also 
enhancing the area around the waterfall with some new 
plantings of cascade junipers.  Pathways and borders always 
need maintenance too. There are always many chores to 
keep all the volunteers involved.

December participation by Neil Auwarter, Susan Baker, 
Dave Barker, Alan Burrows, Julia Chow,  Cathy & Mark 
Edgar, Janice & Bob Hale, Susan Holmquist, Curator John 
Jackson, Jaya Kaelberer, Jim Kirchmer, Charlie & Sylvia 
Mosse, Marcella Perez, Sally Prestele, Chuy Rivera, Clare 
& Ron Roberts, Chusub Sresthadatta, ‘lyn Stevenson, John 
Voss, Dennis Wagner, Mark Walters, and Dave Woodall 
supplied the much needed and appreciated work that keeps 
the Pavilion attractive for everyone who visits.

Some of the volunteers arrive early and even start brewing 
the coffee to go with all the delicious donated donuts, coffee 
cakes, pumpkin bars, pastries, fruits, waters. etc. supplied 
by Sylvia, Clare, John, Chusub, Susan, ‘lyn, Cathy, Jaya, 
and Alan  Our meeting-break time is a special perk for 
volunteering.   Thanks to all! 

Early in December, the Pavilion volunteers had their annual 
Holiday/Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon at the Round 
House below the Pavilion. Co-chairs, Marcella and Sonya, 
arranged, decorated, and provided the games for the fun 
celebration while Janice led everyone in holiday songs.  Our 
volunteers also shared special tasty entrees.  The Pavilion 
Volunteers are most versatile and accomplished in areas 
beyond bonsai. . .we salute and thank them all!                            

More special thanks to Jim Kirchmer!  He has been 
diligently fundraising for the next large construction project 
in the Pavilion. We received the good news that the SDBC 
has received a $20,000 grant from the San Diego County 
Neighborhood Reinvestment  Fund to assist in improved 

walkways in the Pavilion.  We will need to match these 
dollars and complete the project within one year. Jim had 
contacted Supervisor Ron Roberts’ Office many months ago 
with the grant request and it was approved December 13th! 

The Pavilion will remain closed temporarily when we are 
not on site until the new security systems are in place. The 
Safari Park has ordered upgraded cameras, etc. and we 
are anxious for them to be in place.  Whenever we can be 
available  for special tours, etc. , we will have the Pavilion 
open as we did when the Park and the Pavilion hosted the 
SD Horticulture Society recently.

Curator John has attached the newly designed and engraved 
name plates at the Shohin Exhibit on the larger Plaque that 
he had constructed earlier.  John gives much credit to his 
brother for assistance.  It looks great!  Thanks John and 
Brian!

The Zoo and the Safari Park Volunteer Departments 
and Staff hosted the Annual Appreciation Event for 
volunteers in December.   This year it was held at Safari 
Park and several of the Pavilion volunteers were noted for 
awards for their many hours and many years of service.  
Congratulations !

As we start 2017, we again invite other SDBC members 
to join our cadre of volunteers at the Bonsai Pavilion.  
Hopefully, these monthly Bonsai Wire articles about our 
activities are some encouragement for others to join in the 
activities and learning we  share with one another each 
month at the Pavilion.  Talk to any of the volunteers or 
check with ‘lyn to begin the process.

‘lyn Stevenson 
SDBC-Safari Park Liaison   







San Pu Kai
c/o Membership
1010 Phillips Street 
Vista, CA 92083

http://www.sanpukai.org
https://www.facebook.com/SanPuKai

Calender of Events

January 14 & 15, 2017

Saturday, January 21, 2017

Saturday, February 4, 2017

9am - 
Noon

9am - 
Noon

San Diego Zoo Safari Park 
Bonsai Pavilion Workday

San Diego Zoo Safari Park 
Bonsai Pavilion Workday

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

6:00 -  
9pm

6:30 -  
9pm

San Pu Kai Bonsai Club Holiday Dinner  
Pan Asia Buffet 

707 Center Drive, San Marcos CA

Winter Silhouettes 
Arboretum of Los Angeles 

Arcadia CA

San Pu Kai Bonsai Club Meeting:  
Brengle Terrace Senior Center
1400 Vale Terrace, Vista CA


